LWV Klamath County MEETING Minutes – January 21, 2021
Meeting started at 5:32 pm

In Attendance:


Board members: Emily Strauss, Leslie Lowe, Karen Kunz, Charlotte Opp, Ralph Opp

Members: Diane Eastman-Shockey, Nancy Sheehan, Valerie Lenardson

Leslie moved that Diane Eastman-Shockey be voted in as a Board member. Charlotte seconded. Motion was carried.

Minutes for October 29, 2020 were approved. Motion made by Leslie and seconded by Emily. No meetings in November or December.

Treasurer’s Report: 

As of now $4423.93. Got $300 re-imbursement from LWVOR. Website – spent $120 for Emily. 
Leslie: move that Emily continues to be paid $60/month for every month she works on webpage. Agreed.

Received bill for insurance for events last year. Need permission to cancel insurance – not renew. Emily moved to do so. Diane has adopted consolidation study. If LWV calls for meetings and we meet in public, we’d need it. Leslie: Zoom meetings have no problems. Depends on where meeting is – may or may not need insurance. Diane: Is library liable? Leslie: Possibly. Emily: If we go to another facility, aren’t we under their insurance? Leslie: Depends on where we meet. Don’t think we have the kind of activities where this would be required. Nancy: In July/August and we open it up, could we get prorated? Leslie: One day insurance is almost as expensive as a year. Agreed to wait until we need to get.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Consolidation study, Jan, 2021/ Urban Growth Report 
Leslie: Did people read my documents? My question is who is willing to be on committee? 
Nancy – not commit. Diane – only if we move only as quickly as we have time for. (Leslie – is gets done when it gets done. Karen – as much as I can. Ralph: how much time? Leslie: we aren’t doing the work, we are the core and we get people involved. Val: If you have the funds, that might be a good idea. Leslie: I wasn’t thinking of paying people. We tap into folks in the community who have an interest in this topic. Emily: Feel that this was instigated by Henslee. Not sure what his future involvement would be in this. I’m very hesitant. Not terribly enthusiastic. Will come to initial meeting. Diane: If we put one foot in front of other and go as far as we can – that all we can do. Leslie – initially it’s finding who in the community would be interested. Diane: Make a script for people to use in calling people. Charlotte: I’ll try. Ralph: I’m not interested really. I’ll be available for reviewing stuff. I’ll backup Charlotte. Leslie: when have our first meeting? Diane: Try about March? Leslie – February if possible. Tuesdays? What about Saturdays? February 6th. 3pm-4 Leslie will get more info to group.
2. Results of Voter 411 and voter service efforts

Emily: Sent documents from LWVOR that showed results of access to Voter 411/county. LWVOR is checking on how useful our services were. It shows that we were okay for our size county. We held our own. Diane: They edited what I sent in. We solicited Hispanics and LWVOR threw that out. Emily: Just summarized it. The question is – is it worthwhile? Is all our work worth it? Just showing that the state is paying attention to what we do. Diane: Their outreach is paying off. They’re doing a lot more now. Emily: from a Party’s point of view, does the LWV efforts show? Val: Doesn’t show. Just age, gender, etc. As far as league and getting vote out, it was done extremely well. Need to concentrate on non-affiliated voters who did not vote. Total of 19K not affiliated. 10K not voting is an opportunity. Diane: I will make it my personal goal to find out why they are not voting. Val: I think you’ll hear back that they are not getting involved with elections because they are rigged. Diane: Let’s start a study. Leslie: Love to go to the Social Study professors at OIT to have students create a survey for us. Diane: Love the idea. Leslie: email me a description of what you want and I’ll talk to people. Diane: And if not OIT, go to KCC.
3. Jordan Cove update

Diane: FYI – yesterday FERC voted to uphold OR objections. Jordan Cove didn’t get a clean water permit. Jordan Cove will have to re-submit its information for a clean water plan for Oregon. Val: Biden says he will stop the Keystone project, so I assume he will stop this.
[Sidebar – how to get more people to website (with this info) Don’t we have 150 on emails. Only about 30% open email].
NEW BUSINESS:
1. LWVOR- interviewing new representatives

Emily: At the state level, one of the jobs of the Leagues is to go to newly elected reps and interview them about their new role. I’ve already sent to Reschke and Linthicum. Deschutes LWV contacted Bentz. No response. Leslie: any time we make that effort, its good. Emily: Now comes county/city level. Is anyone interested in taking that on? Leslie: We’ll be talking to those people for the consolidation study. Diane: Think it might give us traffic. Val: If league could increase membership, we’d have better chance of getting our voices heard. Focus on getting more community involvement. Leslie: I agree. That is why we want to promote consolidation – to get people involved with us. Val: Also need to figure out how to get people more socially active – not politically but just interested in the community. How do we recover from COVID? How do we get people to come here? How do we pull our town back together? Leslie: During all the past recessions, we [Klamath county] have been the last in the state to recover. Haven’t had much here since the loss of lumber in the area. Val: How do we promote our environment? Also, our image is not good. Look at Google. Klamath Falls is the 5th largest in country in crime. It’s affecting us. Emily: Don’t see that purpose of study is to increase people in league. Leslie: Not purpose but hoping might be a side effect. Diane: Nicholas Kristoff (NYT) writes about his community which is like Klamath Falls.
2. LWVOR program proposals for study

State ready to consider annual proposals for study. Asking. Emily: No interest myself. Leslie: I agree. We have more than enough.
3. LWVKC Home Rule Study FYI

Diane: In another meeting to get more mask wearing. Fred Eccles was there (retired doctor) he said long term issue would be to get Home Rule. I told him about what LWVKC did and our failure. Feel Home Rule falls under consolidation study. A better path to take. Leslie: Encourage him to talk to Kate Marquez. Emily: How is this pertinent? Diane: 3 commissioners is unequal. Can get 2 together to make decisions. Leslie: Part of the past study was promoting 5 commissioners and a county manager. Leslie: Consolidation has to do with city government – not county. Don’t think it has anything to do with Home Rule. Diane: Feel consolidation study would have consideration of type of government Klamath County wants. 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  February 18, 2021 at 5:30 pm via Zoom

The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 pm

Respectfully submitted by Karen Kunz, Secretary
