LWV Klamath County Regular Board Meeting Minutes - September 15, 2022 

Meeting started at 5:43 pm In Attendance: 
Board members: Diane Eastman-Shockey, Emily Strauss, Leslie Lowe, Karen Kunz, Charlotte Opp, Ralph Opp, Faith Leith,  
Members: Kim Dukes 

I. Call to Order. Welcome. Quorum count  

a. Quorum 

II. Approval of Minutes from April 21, 2022  
a. Changes 
Southern Poverty 

2nd page, 3rd paragraph, observer corps – put un observer corps 

Last page – outreach on agenda later 

b. Leslie motioned for approval of minutes with changes. Emily seconded. Motion approved. 
III. Treasurer’s report 
a. The budget is already overspent by $80 but Leslie hasn’t paid our LWVUS funds. Should she use the Education Funds ($2180)? Diane thought it would be okay. A motion to do so was made by Charlotte. Diane seconded. Motion approved 

b. Question about budget line #39. This was for Vote 411 support. We should receive a reimbursement from LWV, but Diane has to fill out a voucher for $300. 

c. Emily wanted people to know that line item #15 is the result of the yard sale. Diane hopes we do it next year. 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Observers Corp Update (Leslie) 
a. Emily sent out the report on March 15th 
b. Diane has been unofficially observing the Klamath County Commissioners. She will be official in January.  

i. Diane questioned why the Commissioners were using COVID money for “airplane on a stick” – something she observed the Commissioners approval of. This is why the Observer Corp is important. 

c. Diane suggests we have an October meeting of Observers (Kim, Diane, Leslie, Emily, Karen, Griffith). One problem is that we don’t have time to review the forms. We need a timeline for Board submission and subsequent posting on our website. 

B. New Member Recognition 

a. Kim Dukes: Her mom taught her that “women have power”. She is an advocate for the disabled and homeless. A phone and keyboard warrior 

b. Jen Lucas: From Klamath County – has been in and out for 40 years. A musician, mom, and grandma. Diane: A great advocate 

c. Joey Gentry-Smith: Diane considers her a “warrior”. 
              C. Outreach Circle update: not until October meeting, says Diane and Emily

V. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Voter Service Opportunities: Forums, Debate Forums before the November Elections 

LWVKC is helping LWV Rogue Valley to put on a debate between Jon Chenjeri and Emily McIntire for House Representative of the 56th District. Diane will be there to help set up. Diane suggests a forum for the 5 candidates for City Council at the Museum. She wants the approval of the Klamath Falls Downtown Association’s Executive Director, Darin Rutledge. She wants to ask him to partner with us. 

Emily thinks it is a great idea. Leslie asked when and was told October 16th or 22nd. Leslie mentioned that we traditionally do on a Tuesday (Oct. 18th). This is only 4 weeks away – is it worth doing? Diane felt we could put the video on our website. 

Leslie stated that if Diane is willing to do the groundwork, she’ll motion that we pay the Museum $15 for the room and try to schedule for the 3rd week of October. Seconded by Emily. Motion approved. 

Diane extended an invitation for people to attend the Rogue Valley forum and not to try to have one in Klamath County. She thought we could try to film it and put it on our website (tentative). Leslie then moved that once we have the film, we spend money to advertise it – say $350. Ralph seconded. Motion approved. 

Leslie wanted to talk about Ballot Roll-off – when people only vote for important candidates and leave the lesser candidates blank (undervote). She thought we should consider writing letters to people in Klamath County that are registered but are not voting. We should add to this project if we can get the data. If we can’t get individual data (or if it’s bad) we maybe do for all. Diane and Emily stated that they didn’t have the time. Diane felt that this is voter outreach – which is what Vote 411 is for. Vote 411 is also for the undervote. She felt that LWVKC doesn’t have the resources.  

Kim mentioned that Chiloquin voters were told that a local ballot drop box would not be available this year. She wants every rural government to have drop boxes. The mail systems in rural Oregon can be difficult. Diane felt it was a big project but one we should be working on every month until the next election. Leslie suggested that Kim contact the County Clerk (Rochelle) to see what option there might be for pick-up. Kim stated that she was told that it was the citizens fault – that the community needed to ask for it. Leslie will talk to Rochelle about the lack of drop boxes and what LWVKC can do about it. 

Emily: Did you know that (1) LWVOR does mock election in High Schools? Any interest? And (2), that Tuesday is National Voter Registration Day? Any interest? Diane thought maybe next year we could work with HS Seniors on mock elections.  

B. 2022 Vote411 (Diane) 

Diane is deeply involved. Supposedly there is money from the state to advertise Vote411. She will try to get ads into the Herald and News. 
C. Oregon Secretary of State Trusted Information Amplification Network (Karen Kunz) Karen needs to email Ben about getting the document. Are PSAs going to the Klamath County media? 

D. Braver Angels Report (Faith Leith) 
Met on Saturday with 16 people. They tried to record it and put it on YouTube – Braver Angels Klamath County. It was suggested that there be an Election tour for Republications. Want to form a board. 

E. Klamath Count Special Election Tour Report (Faith Leith) 
6 people (Republicans?) went to observe. Didn’t matter what anyone said – they still 

believe in fraud. Emily wanted to talk about the Klamath County Clerk’s letter (about 

Republications going door to door and asking people who they voted for after the Primary). She though we should ask the Commissioners if they condoned this harassment (other felt they condoned by their silence). Leslie moved that Emily write a letter to the Board of Commissioners with LWVKC Board’s review and approval. Seconded by Faith. Faith felt we should start out by supporting the Clerk’s office and all their hard work. 

F. Head’s up from Emily 
a. March for Women’s rights on October 8th at 2 pm. Women’s March is a national organization. They are asking if LWVKC wants to participate? Answer: individually – not as an organization 
b. Human Rights special interest group has created a briefing book. Emily will download it and put it on the website. 
c. Oregon Choose our leaders nominating committee from LWVOR. Anyone interested in joining? Answer: No. 
d. Diane suggested cobbling these together into a special newsletter. 
Leslie observed people installing huge pipes by the Klamath River. She wanted to know if this was part of the pipeline request. Diane promised to ask her husband to find out. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: October 21, 2022 on Zoom 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm   

From Diane: 

HEADS UP:  TC Energy (a Canadian Corporation that is involved with XL Pipeline) is asking FERC to increase capacity of existing gas pipeline transmission.  They have tried to sneak this through.  Here are links to articles about the newest threat to Oregon’s commitment to lowering our carbon footprint. 

· Rogue Climate Webpage: https://rogueclimate.org/our-work/gtn/ ● 
KBOO Interview: Not Another Fracked Gas Pipeline Expansion! 

· OPB Article: Pipeline expansion would increase the flow of natural gas through the Northwest 

· Sightline Article: The Pipeline Giant Behind Keystone Xl Wants To Expand A Major Fracked Gas Pipeline In Cascadia 

· DeSmog Article: The Pacific Northwest Has Defeated Dozens of Fossil Fuel Projects 

— But the Industry Still Wants to Quietly Expand 

Diane mentioned that Mansion was pushing for a revised permitting process. STAY TUNED FOR LWVKC ACTION 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Kunz, Secretary 

Amended by Leslie, Diane, and Emily  2-2-2023
